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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 , 3-6 and 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kikinis (6,205,485). 

As to claim 1 , note the Kikinis reference figures 1-2, discloses simulcast web 
page delivery and further discloses a method of automatic execution of an application 
on a receiving station (Set-top Box *STB' 121), comprising: 

STB 121 "a receiving unit..." receives a signal (various TV programming 
including marked Web material from service providers, coL4, lines 25-37) comprising a 
plurality of streams, each stream being associated with a channel on the receiving 
station and comprising a content portion (TV presentation) and zero or more application 
portions (various Web information and applications, col. 3, line 61-coL4, line 9 and col. 3, 
lines 41-53) 

Receiving (Tuner 160 receives via UI-164 and CPU 165) a channel selection 
from a user, displaying the content portion of the stream associated with the selected 
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channel (col.4, lines 25-65), a user via Remote Control 63 or Cursor, tunes to the 
selected channel and displays the TV presentation of the stream with the selected 
channel, and 

When execution of applications is enabled, executing an application present in 
the application portion if any, of the stream associated with the selected channel, 
characterized that: 

Execution of the application of the stream associated with the channel is disabled 
in response to the user selecting the channel, and execution of the application of the 
stream associated with the channel is enabled in response to the occurrence of an 
enabling event (user's interaction to indicia in a display, text, one. or more icons, a 
shape, etc., col.4, lines 38-65), indicating that the user is actively viewing the selected 
channel (col.4, line 44-col.5, line 7 and col.6, lines 13-53) and further depending on a 
period of time without user selection following the channel selection, execution an 
application present in the application, if any, of the stream associated with the selected 
channel (col.7, line 33-col.8, line 1 +), note that the user's interaction causes the display 
of the Web information, which indicates that the user is actively viewing the selected 
channel, furthennore specialized drivers cause other application present within the 
stream to be executed without the user's interaction. Note further that upon interacting 
to the icon, indicia, text, 3D dynamic figure, etc., the icon, indicia, etc., disappears 

As to claim 3-5, Kikinis further discloses where enabling event comprises erasing 
an on-screen display element form a display system (col.4, lines 44-65, col.6, lines 1240 
and col.7, line 34-col.8, line 1+), note that once the viewer activates the indicia, icon. 
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etc., in the current TV presentations "an identifier for the current channel" is replace 
tuning the STB-121 to the channel associate with the indicia, icon, etc. 

As to claim 6, the claimed "a receiving station comprising..." contains the same 
structural elements as rejected in claim 1. 

Claims 8-10 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 3-5. 

As to claim 1 1 , the claimed "A method comprising..." contains the same 
structural elements as rejected in claim 1 . 

As to claim 12, the claimed "a receiving station comprising..." contains the same 
structural elements as rejected in claim 1 . 

Claims 13-14 are met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kikinis (6,205,485) as applied to claims 1 and 6 above, in view of Yuen 
(2002/0056086). 

As to claim 2 and 7, Kikinis teaches a timer which displays the icon, indicia, 3D 
figure, etc.. for a predetermined time period, but fails to explicitly teach a timer which 
response to any user interaction with TV 1 1. 



Application/Control Number: 09/883,440 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2623 

However, note the Yuen reference figure 2. disclose methods and apparatus for 
gathering information regarding media user preferences and monitors any user's 
interactions gathers information including amount of time a viewer spends, or does not 
spend, on a particular program or commercial (page 1, [0013-0016] and [0018]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to incorporate the teaching of Yuen into the system of Kikinis to 
monitor the user's interactions with respect to time and target appropriate 
advertisements to specific users. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The amendment to all the 
independent claims necessitated the new grounds of rejection discussed above. This 
office action is made final. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Watts et al (6,324,694) disclose method and apparatus for providing subsidiary 
data synchronous to primary content data. 

Mugura et al (6,243,142) disclose method and apparatus for displaying time and 
program status in an EPG. 
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7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 , 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Annan Q. Shang whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 7355. The examiner can normally be reached on 700am-400pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 




Annan Q. Shang 



